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6. Character & Design  
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Design Guidelines  

 

The ñFalls Church Design Guidelines, December 2001ò provides 
detailed architectural design guidelines and submission 
procedures.  The Downtown/Town Center area around the 
intersection of Broad Street 
and Washington Street and 
the intersection of South 
Maple Avenue and 
Annandale Road is 
recommended for dense, 
large scale, pedestrian 
oriented development.  It 
recommends the creation of 
a central gathering area, a 
signature visual or cultural 
element, and structured 
parking.  Guidelines for new 
and expanded commercial 
buildings are for complex 
forms, varied facades, and 
ground floor storefronts.   
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Design Compatibility  

 
Care must be taken to assure building design and massing is 
compatible with nearby residential or historic properties. Façade 
treatments, building setbacks, recessed upper floors, and open 
space buffers must be used to achieve compatibility. Minimum 
structural setback and buffer requirements are noted in the 
Zoning Ordinance.  
 
New higher-density buildings must be stepped back to a level 
that merges with nearby residential and historic properties.  
Landscaped buffers must also be provided between residences 
and new higher density development where they abut to provide 
screening between the different intensities. 
 
Redevelopment efforts must reflect the Cityôs desire to protect 
existing historic structures, listed in the Cityôs Historic Register, 
and residential neighborhoods in and adjacent to the POA. 
Developers must consider the architecture and context of 
existing historic structures and residential neighborhoods when 
designing their projects. Every effort must be made to match the 
scale and incorporate architectural features of existing historic 
structures into new adjacent development as well as provide 
transition buffers between properties. Architects must seek to 
enhance, rather than challenge, the historic nature of the area 
through building design.  Redevelopment adjacent to residential 
neighborhoods and historic buildings must utilize transitional 
structural and landscape design that incorporates step backs, 
architectural details, and landscaped buffers in order to 
seamlessly merge the varying land uses.  New structures must 
contribute to an interesting downtown and display a variety of 
scale, materials, and uses. 
 
In addition, as redevelopment occurs, efforts must be made to 
mitigate the effects of construction on existing residential and 
historic structures in and adjacent to the area. 
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Park Avenue  

 
Park Avenue provides an 
opportunity to create a Great Street 
that runs through the City.  It runs 
parallel to West Broad Street, but 
with considerably less automobile 
traffic.  It provides a direct corridor 
from the W&OD Trail at its western 
end to the State Theater at the 
eastern end without crossing any 
Major Arterial roads until its 

endpoint at North Washington Street while also allowing access 
to much of the Cityôs commercial areas.  These features 
combined with the low automobile traffic make it an optimal 
choice for a pedestrian and bicycle connection from the W&OD 
Trail to the Downtown Falls Church POA via Cherry Hill Park and 
the municipal center. 
 
Parking is currently disallowed along the northern edge of Park 
Avenue between North Washington Street and Little Falls Street.  
However, the street width does not change from areas where on-
street parking is allowed.  The sidewalk infrastructure in this area 
is currently narrow, with only six feet in width from the curb on 
the southern side where commercial businesses are present.  
Extension of the sidewalk several feet into the current street 
along the northern side of Park Avenue should be explored in 
order to provide better pedestrian and ADA accessible 
infrastructure and to narrow the roadway in order to provide a 
traffic calming effect.  Reducing curb-cuts and allowing parking 
along the south side of Park Avenue between 
Little Falls Street and North Maple Avenue 
would also provide additional parking spaces 
for local businesses.  Special street treatment 
and pedestrian intersection improvements 
should be explored.  The use of pervious 
pavers in streetscape design can help 
mitigate stormwater runoff and reduce total 
impervious surface. 

 

 

According to the American Planning Association, the 

basic characteristics of a Great Street are:  

 

 

Á Provides orientation to its users, and connects well to the 

larger pattern of ways.  

 

Á Balances the competing needs of the street ð driving, transit, 

walking, cycling, parking, drop -offs, etc.  

 

Á Fits the topography and capitalizes on natural features.  

 

Á Is l ined with a variety of interesting activities and uses that 

create a varied streetscape.  

 

Á Has urban design or architectural features that are 

exemplary in design.  

 

Á Relates well to its bordering uses ð allows for continuous 

activity, doesnõt displace pedestrians to provide access to 

bordering uses.  

 

Á Encourages human contact and social activities.  

 

Á Employs hardscape and/or landscape to great effect.  

 

Á Promotes safety of pedestrians and vehicles and promotes 

use over the 24 -hour day.  

 

Á Promotes sustainability th rough minimizing runoff, reusing 

water, ensuring groundwater quality, minimizing heat 

islands, and responding to climatic demands.  

 

Á Is well maintained, and capable of being maintained without 

excessive costs.  

 

Á Has a memorable character.  
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Park Avenue & North 

Washington Street  

 
With the establishment of Park Avenue as a Great Street, the 
intersection of Park Avenue and North Washington Street in the 
POA will be important as one of the endpoints of the street.  The 
vista eastward along Park Avenue already includes the iconic 
State Theater in this area.  Intersection improvements that will 
increase pedestrian accessibility and establish a unique 
landmark design should be explored.  Special paving on 
crosswalks, and a unique paved design in the intersection could 
help to create a unique landmark that would establish the 
intersection as one of the anchors of the Park Avenue Great 
Street. 
 
 

 



 

 

6-5 

Example of a public plaza 
area surrounded by shops 
and restaurants in renovated 
historic buildings at One 
Colorado in Pasadena, CA.  

Public Spaces  

 

A centrally located, walkable, primary public place or City 
common has been shown in concepts for the area for over a 
decade, including in the 2005 Comprehensive Plan and the 2001 
Street-Works Plan. These concepts have shown a common area 
that includes a few passive amenities and is flanked on each 
side by street-level retail including cafes and restaurants, and 
entertainment, with office and residential uses above the first 
floor.  These plans have suggested that the common areal be a 
center of everyday civic, social and recreational activity and 
include public art or water features, performing arts space, at 
least one public use, and possibly a visitors center. 
 
The Concept illustration explores the possibility of creating a 
Great Place in the CEA at the center of the 100 block of West 
Broad Street.  The space is linked both by landscaped 
pedestrian pathways and by tight well-designed alleyways that 
connect with public parking, the State Theater, City Hall, Big 
Chimneys Park, and adjoining neighborhoods by way of direct 
pedestrian linkages and bicycle corridors.  Pervious pavers are 
generously used and storefronts and dining areas similar to the 
new deck behind Dogwood Tavern line the area.   
 
Additional open space is provided along pedestrian pathways 
and on the City-owned property at the corner of Park Avenue 
and North Maple Avenue.  South of West Broad Street, at the 
southern corner of the intersection of West Annandale Road and 
South Maple Avenue, is a smaller triangular area that can be 
used as public open space as shown in the 2005 
Comprehensive Plan and Atlantic Realtyôs City Center plan.  This 
area can provide a respite for walkers and give an airy quality to 
an area that is otherwise planned for high density 
redevelopment.  Open space is also shown at the northern 
corner of the intersection of South Washington Street and West 
Annandale Road, which would provide a visual and pedestrian 
connection between an improved West Fairfax Street, East 
Fairfax Street, and The Falls Church.  
 

The West Fairfax Street Right of Way has the potential to serve 
as an historically themed pedestrian area that provides a 
seamless connection between the Downtown Falls Church POA 
and the South Washington Street Corridor POA within the 
proposed Core Commercial Area. 
 
The portion of Virginia Village within the Downtown Falls Church 
POA has the potential to be converted over time into public open 
space. Open space in this area would serve as a connection 
between Big Chimneys Park and an improved West Fairfax 
Street as well as help to offset the density of any adjacent 
redevelopment.  It could also serve as staging space for public 
events or recreational activities in conjunction with a community 
center in the area as proposed in the South Washington Street 
Corridor POA Small Area Plan. 


